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The late Pope Francis proclaimed the Jubilee Year of Hope for 2025, with the theme "Pilgrims of Hope", to offer spiritual re-
newal and a fresh start for Catholics amidst current global difficulties. This holy year began on Christmas Eve 2024 with the 
opening of St. Peter's Holy Door and will conclude on Epiphany 2026. The "Pilgrims of Hope" theme encourages believers to 
journey toward God with renewed faith, practicing acts of love, justice, and solidarity as they await Christ's second coming.  
The Pope said, "We must fan the flame of hope that has been given to us and help everyone to gain new strength and certain-
ty by looking to the future with an open spirit, a trusting heart and far-sighted vision." During the Jubilee Year, the Pope in-
vited every one of us to embark on a pilgrimage of hope, so that, "Through our witness, may hope spread to all those who anx-
iously seek it."

“Jubilee” is the name given to a particular year. A time to re-establish a proper relationship with God, with one another, and 
with all of Creation. Jubilee Year is traditionally proclaimed by the Universal Church every 25 years. In 1300, Pope Boniface 
VIII instituted the first Christian Jubilee, and since then, the Church has designated each new Jubilee as a special year of 
grace and forgiveness, offering the faithful an opportunity to obtain a plenary indulgence. 

In May 2025 the new elected Pope Leo XIV began his papacy with a message: Peace be with you all. These words, echoing In May 2025 the new elected Pope Leo XIV began his papacy with a message: Peace be with you all. These words, echoing 
Christ’s greeting after the Resurrection, set the tone for his vision of a Church rooted in unity, simplicity and hope. He em-
phasized a return to the essentials, the Gospel, humility and care for the poor and forgotten.  And he added, hope is the driv-
ing force behind every pilgrim’s journey despite physical fatigue and personal struggles. The Pope inspires perseverance and 
reminds us that, even in dark times, light prevails. 

Along our journey, we are invited by this article to follow the paths of Spiritual Hope.  Moreover, we realize that Christmas is 
upon us to be celebrated once again as the year 2025 is coming to an end. Christmas is always a joyful season and a gift from 
God to all of us. The challenging times of wars and world conflicts remind us of the message of peace proclaimed by the angels 
at the birth of Jesus: Peace to those of good will. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, will give His peace for us and it will last forever.  

On behalf of Villa Scalabrini, I wish that the Baby Jesus born in a simple manger be always your guiding light during this On behalf of Villa Scalabrini, I wish that the Baby Jesus born in a simple manger be always your guiding light during this 
Season and may His presence among us grant you and your families the gift of Love, the blessing of Hope and the promise of 
Peace throughout of the New Year.  

Merry Christmas! Feliz Navidad! Buon Natale! Feliz Natal! Joyeux Noel! Maligayang Pasko! Shenorhavor Surp Tsenunt!     

Happy and Prosperous 2026 to all of you!!!

Fr. Adilso Luiz Balen, CS
Executive Director
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THE HOLY FAMILY, A MODEL TO ALL

Established by the Fathers of Saint Charles/Scalabrinians, Villa Scalabrini Retirement 
Center will celebrate in April 2026, 47 years of existence. We are proud to have journeyed and 
cared for so many seniors throughout these years and faithfully kept the Catholic vision and 
hope of the founders. 

Villa Scalabrini is a place where residents, staff and visitors may experience spiritual renewal Villa Scalabrini is a place where residents, staff and visitors may experience spiritual renewal 
mostly during our daily masses and devotional prayers in the chapel. We want to continue to 
be instruments of God’s love and hope by welcoming all who live and work here and for all 
those who visit, pray and get to know us better.

Merr Christma Ha
 New Yea



A heartfelt ǯank You to all our benefactors. Your donations of all 
sizes are greatly appreciated and make a big difference!

Start your Holiday Giving Season with an end-of-year charitable gift to 
Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center and Special Care UnitStaff Appreciation Week

Read more at www.villascalabrini.com
Decorations courtesy of GMM scenery. Instagram: party_sets

Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center is now 
processing new admissions. Application forms 
can be found at www.villascalabrini.com 
Do not miss our Virtual Tour! For more 
information, please contact 
Alicia@villascalabrini.com or call 818-660-5694.



Engaging in meaningful activities brings a wide range of benefits to seniors, nurturing their physical, mental, emotional, and 
social health. These activities help:

    Boost memory and mental sharpness, reducing the risk of dementia

    Improve mobility, balance, and cardiovascular health

    Ease pain through gentle movement

    Lower stress and anxiety, while enhancing mood and a sense of purpose

    Strengthen social connections and reduce feelings of loneliness

These positive outcomes wouldn’t be possible without the dedication and creativity of our incredible team.These positive outcomes wouldn’t be possible without the dedication and creativity of our incredible team.

A heartfelt thank you to Marilyn and Paloma at the Retirement Center; Sr. Gemma and the nurses of the Safe Care Unit; 
and Sr. Joy and Yolanda at the Special Care Unit. Your efforts are deeply appreciated by our residents, their families, and 
the entire staff. You make a lasting difference every day!

ǯe Power of Activities for Senior Well-Being Dear Villa Scalabrini family and friends,
As we welcome the Fall season, I’d like to take a moment to share some updates and reflections 
from our community.

The skilled nursing and assisted living industry continues to face unique challenges, especially as 
regulations evolve to ensure the safety, quality, and dignity of care. Requirements regarding staff-
ing, compliance, and quality outcomes are becoming more complex, and like many facilities across 
the nation, we are working diligently to balance these expectations while keeping our focus on what 
matters most: the well-being of our residents.

I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our dedicated staff. Your commitment, professionalism, and compassion make all 
the difference each and every day. The challenges of this industry are great, but our team’s strength and perseverance are 
even greater.

Looking ahead, we are also taking meaningful steps to prepare for the future. With baby boomers seeking vibrant, modern, 
and comfortable communities, we are in the process of making changes to refresh and enhance our assisted living spaces. 
From updated common areas to more inviting décor, our goal is to create a warm and welcoming environment that reflects the 
expectations of today’s and tomorrow’s residents.

Thank you for your continued trust and support. Together, we will continue to grow, improve, and honor the mission of servThank you for your continued trust and support. Together, we will continue to grow, improve, and honor the mission of serv-
ing our residents with dignity and compassion.

Wishing you all a wonderful Fall season filled with health and joy.

Blessing to you all,
Ardy Afshar
Administrator



Lunch and dinner served Monday/Friday

Individual homes make our community exclusive and special.

To inquire about residence availability, to schedule a tour or request a 
brochure please contact Laura Mesrobian at 818-660-0531 or 
Laura@villascalabrini.com and see out Virtual Tour at 
www.villascalabrini.com.

Welcome to La Piazza
WHERE ACTIVE LIVING MEETS PEACEFUL SURROUNDINGS

Wishing everyone Merry Christmas 

and a Happy and Healthy New Year!

Nestled in the scenic Verdugo Mountains, La Piazza is a vibrant senior community that 
oƴers a unique blend of tranquility, privacy, and connection. Designed for active seniors, 
our community provides centralized services, enriching social activities, delicious dining 
options, and so much more.

Since opening in 2011, La Piazza has been home to residents seeking a beautiful, mainteSince opening in 2011, La Piazza has been home to residents seeking a beautiful, mainte-
nance-free lifestyle. Here, you’ll find all the comforts of home without the burdens of up-
keep—surrounded by nature, supported by quality services, and embraced by a welcoming 
community.

La Piazza at Villa Scalabrini is more than just a place to live, it’s a place to thrive. With ex-
perienced staƴ, on-site medical professionals, and access to higher levels of care, resi-
dents enjoy peace of mind knowing that assisted living and long-term care are available 
right next door, should they ever be needed.

We understand that aging doesn’t diminish the desire for independence or meaningful con-
nection. That’s why La Piazza is thoughtfully designed to foster both—oƴering a safe, sup-
portive environment where seniors can embrace the next chapter of life with confidence 
and joy.


