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If the parents give their children the example of a life of obedience to the Law of God, the children in return will carry out 
their duties to God, to their parents and to their fellow human beings. Every honor shown towards parents brings harmony 
and comfort to a family 

Since its early days, the Church placed special emphasis on the importance of Family as a key unit in the structure of the Since its early days, the Church placed special emphasis on the importance of Family as a key unit in the structure of the 
Church and society. On the last Sunday of the year, we celebrate�the Feast of the Holy Family, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. On 
this special day, the Church honors and offers our own families and all the members of our communities on the altar for God’s 
blessing. We know very little about the life of the Holy Family through the Scriptures. They speak of the early years of the 
Holy Family,including the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, the flight into Egypt, the finding of Jesus in the temple, the mother 
and relatives willing to talk to Jesus. He said that “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do and relatives willing to talk to Jesus. He said that “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of God and do 
it.” And finally, their life at Nazareth. 

In the New Testament, Saint Luke shows us that Mary and Joseph were a typical pious Jewish couple, who went about their 
business doing all that was required and expected of good observant Jews. The fact that they were poor can be deduced from 
the details of their sacrificial offering: a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons. The ordinary offering would be a lamb. 
They were probably often short of the necessities of life, the earnings of Joseph as a village carpenter may not have been high. 
They willingly accepted the simple ordinary life in a remote village, living in harmony, observing the laws prescribed, visiting 
the Temple and Synagogue and living an exemplary life.  

The Evangelist also mentions how Jesus is lost in the Temple during their obligatory visit. Only parents who have had a The Evangelist also mentions how Jesus is lost in the Temple during their obligatory visit. Only parents who have had a 
child go missing can really understand the agony the parents of this only child must have experienced. And it was three 
whole days before they eventually found him again. For parents in such a situation, that must have seemed like an eternity. 
This narrative at the same time underlying the mission of Jesus. What was important for Mary and Joseph was to find the 
child that was lost. They found him discussing with Rabbis and that would have surprised them; yet they express their anxi-
ety as to why he did this act. Regardless of his explanations it was difficult for them to understand, and Mary ponders these ety as to why he did this act. Regardless of his explanations it was difficult for them to understand, and Mary ponders these 
things in her heart. 

The Holy Family is also about our own families too. The main purpose is to present the Holy Family as the model for all 
Christian families, and for domestic life in general.  We think of Saint Joseph, the just man whom God wished to place over 
his household. From him Jesus learned the virtues, piety, fidelity to one’s word, integrity and hard work. Finally, we turn to 
the child Jesus, who in the home of Mary and Joseph grew in wisdom and understanding, until the day he began his public 
ministry.  
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THE HOLY FAMILY, A MODEL TO ALL
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In the Old Testament, the book of Genesis, presents us the narrative of the creation and God 
did not want man to be alone, so God created humanity as a family. He intended that the Son 
of God will be born into a human family. The family constitutes in fact the privileged and pro-
tective environment into which God wills all his children to be born and to grow.

The Book of Sirach tells us about the obligation of parents towards their children. It reminds 
us of the first parents who were created in the image and likeness of God. The book reflects 
the close bond that exists between God and people and must reflect in the respect children 
show towards their parents.

Merr Christma Ha
 New Yea



A heartfelt ǯank You to all our benefactors. Your donations of all 
sizes are greatly appreciated and make a big difference!

Start your Holiday Giving Season with an end-of-year charitable gift to 
Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center and Special Care Unit

All at Villa Scalabrini are truly doing God's work and doing it with love and dignity. May you all be blessed many 
times over for the blessings you provide to those who reside there and those who love them. It is true comfort knowing 
that our loved ones are in such caring hands and remember it does not go unappreciated. God bless all of you and thank 
you so much!

Sandra Matteo

Staff Appreciation Week

Every year the Management of Villa Scalabrini reserves an entire week of special events geared toward a show of appreciation for our 
amazing Staff. ǯeir dedication to the care and wellbeing of our Residents deserves a very heartfelt thank you!

Fr. Adilso Luiz Balen, cs
Executive Director

Merry Christmas and a Blessed 2025!! 

In our journey, we realize that life is full of challenges and imperfect families. Over the years I have learned to accept each 
other’s mistakes and to celebrate each other’s differences, cultures and languages as the most important key to promoting a 
healthy, growing and lasting family and community relationship.  Surely, we didn’t come from a perfect family. We were born 
from a real family, the one who gave us the gift of life, care and support. That family we should accept, honor, love and be a 
part of.  And that is my prayer to lay our family members of Villa Scalabrini at the feet of the Holy Family and ask God’s 
abundant protection and blessings.  

Dear brothers and sisters, we are ending the year of 2024 with its ups and downs. Certainly, we can see the need for changes Dear brothers and sisters, we are ending the year of 2024 with its ups and downs. Certainly, we can see the need for changes 
and improvements in our families, communities, society, and particularly for a sustainable environment.  

On behalf of Villa Scalabrini, I wish that Jesus, Mary, and Joseph that we contemplate in the Manger of the Nativity Scene, 
be your model and guiding light during this Christmas Season. May their example of faith, care and love grant you and your 
family the gift of joy and the promise of peace throughout the New Year.   
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Read more at www.villascalabrini.com

Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center is now 
processing new admissions. Application forms 
can be found at www.villascalabrini.com 
Do not miss our Virtual Tour! For more 
information, please contact 
Alicia@villascalabrini.com or call 818-660-5694.



Adding lively activities to seniors’ daily routines can have several key benefits:

Enhanced physical health, improved memory and cognitive ability, stress reduction, new social connections, better sleep 
quality, sense of purpose and fulfillment.

Villa Scalabrini Activities Team regularly engages our residents in fun and entertaining events. A heartfelt thank you to 
Marilyn and Paloma at the Retirement Center, Sr. Gemma and the nurses of the Safe Care Unit, Sr. Joy and Yolanda at the 
Special Care Unit. Your work is very much appreciated!

We are excited to announce our lineup of fall and winter activities.We are excited to announce our lineup of fall and winter activities.

ǯanksgiving Day Mass    Friends Giving Social Hour   Christmas Gala with live music   Downtown Disney Trip    Holiday Lights and Music Night    New Year’s Eve Social 

Decorations courtesy of GMM Scenery. Instagram: party_sets

Dear Villa Scalabrini family and friends,
As the vibrant colors of fall give way to the crisp chill of winter, we are reminded of the warmth and 
strength of our community here at Villa Scalabrini. These seasons bring us together, fostering a 
spirit of gratitude, reflection, and renewal.

This year, we are facing several challenges that are impacting our day-to-day operations. New state 
regulations in California are creating necessary changes to how we manage care, safety, and ser-
vices. These updates are aimed at enhancing the well-being of residents, ensuring quality, and im-
proving overall standards in long-term care.

While these regulations are a step forward for the safety and care of our residents, they do bring added complexity to our oper-
ations. Compliance requires adjustments in staffing, procedures, and documentation, all of which require significant effort 
from our dedicated team.

Like many healthcare providers, we are also facing staffing shortages. This is a nationwide issue, and it is hitting California 
particularly hard. Our caregivers and staff members have been working tirelessly to ensure that each resident receives the at-
tention, care, and companionship they deserve, despite these challenges.

To combat the shortage, we are actively recruiting and expanding our search for qualified individuals who are passionate 
about caring for the elderly. In the meantime, we want to express our deepest gratitude to our current staff, who continue to 
go above and beyond, working longer hours to provide the best possible care.

We invite family members and community volunteers to join us in making a difference. Whether it's sharing time with our 
residents, participating in our events, or simply providing encouragement to our hardworking staff, your involvement matters. 
Together, we can create a warm and joyful environment during these colder months.

We appreciate your understanding, support, and trust during these times of transition. Your patience as we navigate these We appreciate your understanding, support, and trust during these times of transition. Your patience as we navigate these 
challenges means the world to us. Our goal remains steadfast: to provide a safe, nurturing, and vibrant environment where 
our residents can thrive, no matter the season.

Thank you for being a part of our community. Together, we will embrace the challenges ahead with hope and determination.

Blessing to you all,
Ardy Afshar
Administrator



Lunch and dinner served Monday/Friday

Individual homes make our community exclusive and special.

To inquire about residence availability, to schedule a tour or request a bro-
chure please contact Laura Mesrobian at 818-660-0531 or Laura@villascal-
abrini.com and see out Virtual Tour at www.villascalabrini.com.

In Loving Memory
REV. KEVIN MCBRIEN, O.CARM.

Wishing everyone Merry Christmas 

and a Happy and Healthy New Year!


