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Villa is a non-profit organization and was named under the protection of Bishop Scalabrini who was on October 9, 2022, pro-
claimed Saint of the Catholic Church by Pope Francis as Founder, Apostle of the Catechism, Father of the Migrants, 
Refugees and Seafarers. Now this institution, their residents, their families, and staff, has a patron Saint to pray to, to invoke 
for blessing and protection. On November 28, 2022, we placed at Villa Scalabrini Chapel a Relic of Saint John Baptist Scal-
abrini to make his presence even more vivid. May his intercession increase in us and the worldwide attention to the care of 
the most vulnerable people, particularly those on the move.

To celebrate the first year of Bishop Scalabrini as a Saint, the Scalabrinian missionaries have organized an international Sca-
labrinian symposium on spirituality on October 9-14, 2023, in Rome.  The chosen theme was: “I will come to gather all na-
tions” (Is. 66:18). The conference reached into the spiritual legacy of Scalabrini, highlighting the fundamental elements that 
constitute the spirituality of the Scalabrinian missionaries. It emphasized the intercultural dimension of spirituality, and re-
searching the ways in which this can be expressed and shared. On October 14, 2023, Pope Francis welcomed a group of par
ticipants of the International Symposium to the Vatican and he encouraged them to continue their precious work for mi-
grants following the path of their founder, Saint John Baptist Scalabrini. “The tragedy of migrations forcibly caused by wars, 
famine, poverty and environmental problems is clear for all to see today and this is precisely where your spirituality comes 
into play”, he said.

Dear Friends, Christmas is up to be celebrated once again and the year of 2023 is coming to an end. Christmas is always a 
joyful season and a gift from God to all of us. The challenging time of wars and conflicts we live today, remind us of the mes-
sage of peace proclaimed by the angels at the birth of Jesus: Peace to those of good will. Jesus, the Prince of Peace will 
give his peace to us, and this peace will last forever. 

On behalf of Villa Scalabrini, I wish that the Baby Jesus born in a manger be your guiding light during this Season and may 
His presence among us grant you and your families the gift of Love, the blessing of Hope and the promise of Peace throughout 
the New Year. 

Merry Christmas! Feliz Navidad! Buon Natale! Feliz Natal! Joyeux Noel! Maligayang Pasko! Shnorhavor Surp Tsenunt!     

Happy and Blessed 2024!

Fr. Adilso Luiz Balen, cs
Executive Director

A  publication for families and friends
Printed and mailed by Alpha Printing

RCFE Lic. #191201168 – SCU Lic. #920000120

NON PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
US POSTAGE PAID
VAN NUYS, CA
PERMIT NO. 155 

FALL/WINTER 2023 NEWSLETTER ҄ VOLUME LXIV

In a few months from now, more precisely on April 22, 2024, Villa Scalabrini will reach its 
45th year of existence for the assisting and caring of the elderly. Certainly, this achieve-
ment was only possible with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, the zeal of the Scalabrinian Mis-
sionaries, its directors, and the dedicated staff. 

Throughout these years, despite the challenges, Villa Scalabrini kept its doors open and made 
a positive impact on the life of thousands of residents and their families. It is with gratitude 
that we recognize the spiritual and economic support given throughout these years toward 
this institution and we hope to continue counting on your loving care and help.

Merr Christma Ha
 New Yea



A heartfelt ǯank You to all our benefactors. Your donations of all 
sizes are greatly appreciated and make a big difference!

Start your Holiday Giving Season with an end-of-year charitable gift to 
Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center and Special Care Unit

The love the nuns give my mother! I notice that my mother’s face lights up and always smiles when they speak to her. 

I am grateful for the entire kind, thoughtful and patient staff and nurses in the Special Care Unit and the Front Office 
staff. Whenever I make a request or inquiry regarding my mother, they are always friendly and helpful. 

Thank you all for everything you do for my mother and my family. We are grateful and appreciate you. Blessings to you! 

Kathy Zabala and Family 

Our family is very grateful for the excellent care that the Special Care Unit staff provides every day for my brother, Fr. Our family is very grateful for the excellent care that the Special Care Unit staff provides every day for my brother, Fr. 
Kevin Bray. Their kindness and attention to his needs is extraordinary and very much appreciated! The office staff is 
always helpful and cheerful and answers any questions promptly. Thank you so much! 

Maureen Bray 

All the staff take such great care of my dad, Peter Simic. Placing a loved one in a nursing home for the first time is very 
stressful. After seeing how nice you all are and the great care everyone at Villa Scalabrini provides, my worries were 
eliminated. Thank you all so much for what you do and the great care you provide! 

Ann Simic and Allen Stith Ann Simic and Allen Stith 

Dear Ardy,

Thank you for your leadership and wonderful work at Villa Scalabrini. There are so many challenges being a leader. 
Please know that your hard work and presence make a huge difference at the Villa and have contributed to its success.

The villa is a special place with people who care about the residents and who do their best. God bless you and your 
family. 

Sincerely, Cheryl Baratta

Staff Appreciation Week

A sample of the many kind messages of appreciation received from our residents’ families.

Read more at www.villascalabrini.com

Villa Scalabrini Retirement Center is now 
processing new admissions. Application forms 
can be found at www.villascalabrini.com 
Do not miss our Virtual Tour! For more 
information, please contact 
Alicia@villascalabrini.com or call 818-660-5694.

Pope Francis and Scalabrini Symposium Participants, at the Vatican

Pope Francis and Scalabrini Superior General Fr. Leonir Chiarello

Blessing of Hands at Villa’s Chapel



Engaging in enjoyable, social, and productive activities may help maintain a person’s well-being and independence as she/he 
ages. An active lifestyle is more than just getting our daily steps in, it includes doing activities that are meaningful to us and 
benefit our mind, spirit, and body.

With this in mind, our fantastic Activities Teams keep the residents of Villa Scalabrini engaged and active with a variety of 
fun and entertaining events that fill our monthly calendars of activities (check them out at www.villascalabrini.com)

A warm thank you to Marilyn and Paloma at the Retirement Center, Sr. Gemma and the nurses in the Memory Care Unit, A warm thank you to Marilyn and Paloma at the Retirement Center, Sr. Gemma and the nurses in the Memory Care Unit, 
Sr. Joy, Yolanda, and Sr. Gery in the Special Care Unit.

Dear Villa Scalabrini family and friends,
In our ever-changing world, it’s vital for all of us at Villa Scalabrini to stay informed about the 
latest developments that could affect residents and the care we provide. In this month’s newsletter, 
we’ll drive into upcoming new laws and current events that you need to know about. 

Our first point of focus is on the new laws that are on the horizon. These changes may have an 
impact on our Nursing Home and its residents. It’s crucial to stay ahead of the curve, so let’s take a 
closer look at what’s coming up.

Certain Long Term Care Facilities must provide notice with Ombudsman Contact. 

Skilled Nursing Facilities must have alternative power resources and sufficient to maintain a safe temperature for 
residents and availability of life-saving equipment and oxygen generating devices for no fewer than 96 hours during 
any type of power outage.

Skilled Nursing Facility Inspection timeline extended.

In addition to making non-substantive updates, the new law extends the maximum period between inspections of In addition to making non-substantive updates, the new law extends the maximum period between inspections of 
Skilled Nursing Facilities by the CDPH from two years to 30 months. 

As we approach the holiday season, we look forward to celebrating Thanksgiving and the magic of Christmas at Villa 
Scalabrini. 

Whether in our Assisted Living or in our Special Care Unit, our many residents greatly appreciate and cherish the 
gift of smiles, conversations and the sharing of special memories and simple pleasures. 

Finally, we would like to warmly welcome our new staff members and residents. 

Blessings to you all, Blessings to you all, 

Blessing to you all,
Ardy Afshar
Administrator



Lunch and dinner served Monday/Friday

Individual homes make our community exclusive and special.

OUR RESIDENTS ARE SAYING…

Wishing everyone Merry Christmas 

and a Happy and Healthy New Year!


